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Nutra Pharma Corp., a biotechnology holding company that owns rights to patents and intellectual property related to 

the development of drugs for HIV and Multiple Sclerosis, has announced today that its minority-owned holding, 

ReceptoPharm, Inc., has discovered the potential for widely available cobra venoms as a raw material in the 

development of a treatment for HIV and possibly AIDS. This is a significant discovery as cobras are indigenous where 

HIV infection is rampant. Cobra venom from different geographical locations has been assayed for effectiveness in 

inhibiting HIV replication. Venoms from cobras found in Africa and Asia have demonstrated antiviral activity. 

"This permits the use of diverse venom sources to produce the drug in a cost-effective way and meet the 

requirements of the millions in need of treatment," commented Paul Reid, PhD, CEO of ReceptoPharm. "The 

production of cobra venom for use in antisera manufacturing is well established and could be scaled-up to meet the 

demands for anti-retroviral therapy. Tens if not hundreds of kilograms of venoms are produced globally and the 

Company believes that one kilogram could provide as many as one million doses. Our recent efforts in cloning one of 

the active components should increase drug supply," he concluded. 

The key now to a promising new drug is its ability to block emerging drug-resistant HIV strains. The Company is 

examining this aspect in independent laboratories and feels confident that this should not be a problem. Preliminary 

research suggests the anti-viral mechanism is independent of current treatment methods. The venom's complexity 

should also make it more resilient to the development of resistant viral strains. 

"The drug already has a well established history in humans so we believe that clinical studies should commence 

quickly," stated Rik Deitsch, Nutra Pharma's CEO. "By showing that there is a ready supply of natural raw material, 

ReceptoPharm may be able to quickly supply the drug to patients in the geographic areas most desperate for cost-

effective treatment," he added. 

ReceptoPharm recently moved into a larger facility and expects to move quickly into GMP production. The Company 

has near-term requirements for drug supplies to meet clinical trial demands and non-clinical studies. Raw material 

suppliers in the U.S. have been validated and sufficient venom supplies are available for the current clinical program 

and early commercialization. 
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